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Summary of Offer from BGA/CGC to the Central and Eastern Region Air Cadet Corps

Introduction

Over 1,000 Air Cadets leave the ACO annually across the UK and are lost to gliding. The aim of the joint British Gliding Association/ACO Youth Gliding Strategy is to enable as many Cadets as is possible to become sport glider pilots and thus continue this thrilling and challenging sport.

Cambridge Gliding Centre is providing the first Junior Gliding Centre (JGC) within the Central and Eastern Region of the Air Cadet Organisation to enable this unique partnership to become reality.

Post-solo Air Cadets

Air Cadets are taught to fly by the RAF at Volunteer Gliding Squadrons using a different approach to that used by the British Gliding Association. In order to convert solo cadets to sport gliding pilots, differences in the training syllabuses have been identified and a syllabus created which is written in such a way that Air Cadets will be able to convert to civilian gliding and obtain the corresponding EASA licence once the new system for the EASA licence is in place. 

The aim of the BGA/ACO offer is to attract Air Cadets who have completed an Air Cadet gliding scholarship to develop their gliding via Junior Gliding Centres, such as Cambridge Gliding Centre, and to help cadets fund this gliding through a scholarship and training scheme which the BGA has developed. A national scholarship scheme has been established which will fund the flying of 80 Post GS Air Cadets who join a participating BGA club. This funding is being provided by GAPAN Trust and The Air League Educational Trust. Application is online and Air Cadets who have completed their Air Cadet Gliding Scholarship will be able to apply once they have spent £50 on their flying account at a local JGC club - excluding the membership fees. The scholarship will be paid direct to the club to offset the next £200 of the recipients flying charges. It is this scholarship fund to which Cadets who have joined CGC can apply for funding.

· Any Air Cadet who has completed a gliding scholarship can apply for a BGA bursary regardless of whether they achieved blue or silver wings. There is no strict upper age limit until which such cadets can apply but priority will be given to those under 22.

· Applications from VGS or Squadron staff who are not Cadets but who meet the other application criteria, including those of CGC, may be considered under this scheme if funds are available.

Cambridge Gliding Centre provides two levels of entry for young people:-
The CGC Cadet Scheme is open to applicants between the ages of 14 and 16 years. Cadets can be a member of this scheme for a maximum of two years. The annual subscription is £60.

There are a number of specific conditions which a Cadet contracts to meet in recognition of the substantial financial benefits that members of this scheme enjoy. The main one is that they are expected to assist in the running of the Club on 15 days a year.
The Young Adult Scheme is open to applicants who are under 21 years of age, or in full time education, on the 1st October prior to their application. Applications from potential members in full time education, but over the age of 25, must be approved by the Club Chairman and Treasurer. 

It is anticipated that most ACO applicants would be under this scheme for which the annual subscription is £90.

Once an Air Cadet has joined CGC and paid £50 into their flying account they can apply, on line, for one of the BGA bursaries of £200. In effect they will receive £250 worth of flying and continuing membership of CGC until the anniversary of their joining, for an outlay of £140.

How much flying will that provide?

CGC can provide both winch and aerotow launches.

The 2009 cost of a winch launch is £7.50 and the rental of a two seater glider is charged at £2.75 per five minutes. An average, still air, winch launched, flight will last approximately 7 minutes (ignoring any soaring benefit ) which gives a total cost of £13.00 per flight.

£250 of flying credit ought to deliver in the region of 19 flights.

A 2,000’ aerotow will cost £32 and deliver an average still air flight of approximately 15 minutes for a total flight cost of £40.25.

£250 of flying credit ought to deliver in the region of 6 flights.

Most pupils winch launch with the occasional aerotow in order to increase their air time which can improve their handling skills more rapidly than repeated winch launches.

What other funds are available?

An Air Cadet could apply for a second, or subsequent, bursary under the BGA scheme although as funds are limited preference would be given to Cadets making their first application. However, in addition to the BGA Scheme there are a considerable number of other funds to which an Air Cadet could apply for assistance in meeting the cost of gliding at CGC and these include:-

Royal Aeronautical Society Scholarships – the Royal Aeronautical Society Centennial Scholarship Fund provides funding to enable the BGA to offer flying scholarships. 20 were available in 2009. The scholarships are available to young glider pilots and to other young people wishing to take up the sport. To apply, you must be between 15 and 17 years of age, in full time education, and not yet have flown solo.

The Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets – provides scholarships for gliding via Ducat-Amos Gliding Scholarships. In 2008 six grants were awarded for 12-20 year olds and comprised a weekend course at a local gliding club.

The Caroline Trust – provides awards to young people, generally under the age of 18 years old, and to disabled people of any age who want to try gliding. In 2006, 26 bursaries were awarded – including 14 to cadets to allow them to go solo and 2 to disabled pilots. 

The Air League - The Air League Educational Trust provides a number of Gliding Scholarships each year to help young people develop their gliding skills. These scholarships offer financial assistance for cross-country gliding, aerobatic gliding or SLMG flying to gain flying experience and new qualifications. Applicants must be 16 but under 26 on 1 April of the application year. 14 Air League Gliding Scholarships were awarded in 2009.
The RAeC Trust annually awards bursaries to young pilots, aged 16-21, who have already reached solo standard to enable them to achieve greater competence in their particular air sport. Bursaries of up to £500 are available to help recipients advance from one recognized level of air sport to the next (for example, gain to gain a BGA Bronze badge or XC endorsement).
Churchill Award – £100 paid direct to the club by the BGA to offset the flying the flying fees incurred by a solo pilot in achieving a BGA Bronze badge before the age of 18.

Further details of all these sources, and others, together with the application criteria, are on the BGA web site at <http://www.gliding.co.uk/bgainfo/juniors/scholarships>

What do I need to do next?

Visit Cambridge Gliding Centre (see the web site www.glide.co.uk for full details of CGC) and apply for membership of either the CGC Cadet Membership or the Young Adult Membership schemes. As soon as your application is approved and you have commenced flying with CGC you can apply for a £200 BGA grant under the BGA/ACO bursary scheme. If awarded this will paid directly into your account at CGC. The BGA/ACO application form is available from the BGA or the dedicated web site at www.juniorgliding.co.uk 

Richard Brickwood

Chairman 
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